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funds constitutes embezzlement and is subject to imprisonment and 
fine, loss of office, and liability upon bond for any loss. When public 
funds have been properly deposited in a duly designated bank the 
officer in charge of such funds is to that extent exempted from lia- 
bility for loss due to the failure or bankruptcy of the bank. The act 
goes into effect on December 1. Its passage necessitated a readjust- 
ment of the salary schedule for State and county treasurers. 

Charles B. Lester. 

Fire Marshals. A State detective force headed by the State fire 
marshal for the investigation of the "cause, origin or circumstances" 
of fires is being urged in Illinois having been indorsed by Governor 
Deneen in his message. The bill is modeled on the Ohio (Rev. St. 
1906, §409-50) law. The Wisconsin and North Dakota legislatures 
are also considering similar measures. State fire marshals or officers 
having similar duties now exist in Massachusetts, Connecticut, Mary- 
land, Washington and Ohio; and in Pennsylvania, in cities of over 
100,000, a city marshal is provided. 

Hours of Labor of Railway Employees. An act " to promote the 
safety of employees and travelers upon railroads by limiting the hours 
of service of employees" was passed by congress and approved by the 
president March 4, 1907. (Public — no. 274.) The act applies to any 
common carrier engaged in interstate transportation of passengers 
or property by railroad in the United States. The term "railroad" 
as used in the act includes all bridges and ferries used or operated in 
connection with any railroad and also all the road in use by any com- 
mon carrier operating a railroad whether owned or operated under 
a contract, agreement or lease; and the term "employees" as used in 
the act is held to mean persons actually engaged in or connected with 
the movement of any train. 

The act makes it unlawful for any common carrier, its officers, or 
agents to require or permit any employee subject to the provisions of 
the act to remain on duty for a longer period than sixteen consecutive 
hours, and whenever any employee of such common carrier shall 
have been continuously on duty for sixteen hours, the act requires that 
he shall be relieved and shall not be permitted again to go on duty 
until he has had at least ten consecutive hours off duty; and no em- 
ployee who has been on duty sixteen hours in the aggregate in any 



